Regarding denial of landing to prevent the spread of COVID-19
(novel Coronavirus)

May 19, 2021

Regarding COVID-19, so far, foreign nationals who have stayed in any of the 152
countries/regions within 14 days prior to the application for landing have been
denied to enter Japan, but from May 21, 2021, for time being, 7 new
countries/regions (Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Seychelles, Saint Lucia, Thailand, East
Timor and Mongolia) will be added to the countries/regions subject to denial of
permission to enter Japan and unless there are special exceptional circumstances,
the foreign nationals will be subject to denial of landing.

On May 19, 2021, the Government of Japan announced that foreign nationals
entering Japan with re-entry permit (including a special re-entry permit) will be
subject to denial of landing if the foreign nationals hold the records for staying
in Sri Lanka within 14 days before the day of application for landing.

Please see 1, 2 below and this page (Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare) for
further information.

1. Regarding denial of landing

Regarding COVID-19 (novel coronavirus), which is spreading throughout
the world, based on Cabinet approval on January 31, 2020 and the
announcement by the Novel Coronavirus Response Headquarters, and so on
for the time being, the Ministry of Justice considers foreign nationals who
hold the record for staying in the countries / regions listed in attached table 1
within 14 days before the day of application for landing to be foreign
nationals who fall under Article 5, paragraph (1), item (xiv) of the
Immigration Control (See note 1) and Refugee Recognition Act (hereinafter
referred to as the “Immigration Control Act” ) and unless there are special
exceptional circumstances, the foreign national will be subject to denial of
landing. From May 21, 2021, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Seychelles, Saint Lucia,
Thailand, East Timor and Mongolia will be added to the countries/regions
subject to denial of permission to enter Japan and unless there are special
exceptional circumstances, the foreign nationals will be subject to denial of
landing.

With regard to foreign nationals corresponding to attached table 2 who are
subject to the denial of landing before now, these designation of denial of
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landing has been cancelled(Thailand was once removed from the list of the
areas subject to landing denial on November 11, 2020, but will be added again
to the list). Special permanent residents are not subject to the examination
under Article 5, paragraph (1) of the Immigration Control Act and therefore
landing will not be denied based on the above-mentioned measures.

. Regarding special exceptional circumstances

If any of the following (1) to (4) applies to the foreign national, landing
will be permitted on the premise that there are special exceptional
circumstances.

From the standpoint of preventing and controlling epidemics, please note
that, in principle, it is necessary to obtain a pre-departure Certificate of Testing
for COVID-19(see the Ministry of Justice website “Certificate of Testing for
COVID-19%).

(1) Foreign nationals entering Japan with re-entry permit (including a special
re-entry permit; the same applies hereinafter) who fall under any of the
following.

+ Foreign nationals who do not hold the record for staying in India,
Pakistan, Nepal. After May 20, 2021, foreign nationals who do not hold
the record for staying in Maldives or Bangladesh within 14 days before
the day of application for landing in addition to India, Pakistan or Nepal.
After May 21, 2021, foreign nationals who do not hold the record for
staying in Sri Lanka within 14 days before the day of application for
landing in addition to India, Pakistan, Nepal, Maldives, or Bangladesh.

« Among the foreign nationals who hold the record for staying in India,
Pakistan, or Nepal within 14 days before the day of application for
landing, foreign nationals who departed from Japan by May 13, 2021
with the status of residence of “Permanent Resident”, “Spouse or Child
of Japanese National” , “Spouse or Child of Permanent Resident” or
“Long-Term Resident” (including a spouse or a child of a Japanese
national/permanent resident without these statuses of residence).

« Among the foreign nationals who hold the record for staying in
Maldives or Bangladesh within 14 days before the day of application for
landing, foreign nationals who departed from Japan by May 19, 2021
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with the status of residence of “Permanent Resident”, “Spouse or Child
of Japanese National” , “Spouse or Child of Permanent Resident” or
“Long-Term Resident” (including a spouse or a child of a Japanese
national/permanent resident without these statuses of residence).
« Among the foreign nationals who hold the record for staying in Sri
Lanka within 14 days before the day of application for landing, foreign
nationals who departed from Japan by May 20, 2021 with the status of
residence of “Permanent Resident” , “Spouse or Child of Japanese
National” , “Spouse or Child of Permanent Resident” or “Long-Term
Resident” (including a spouse or a child of a Japanese national/permanent
resident without these statuses of residence)

(2)Foreign nationals newly entering Japan who fall under any of the
following(Note 2).

+ Foreign nationals who departed from Japan with a re-entry permit before
August 31, 2020 and who were not permitted to re-enter Japan because the
validity period of the re-entry permission expired after the country/region of
stay was designated an area subject to denial of landing (Except for foreign
nationals who hold the record for staying in India, Pakistan, or Nepal
within 14 days before the day of application for landing after May 14,
2021. In addition to this, except for foreign nationals who hold the record
for staying in Maldives and Bangladesh within 14 days before the day of
application for landing after May 20, 2021. Further, except for foreign
nationals who hold the record for staying in Sri Lanka within 14 days
before the day of application for landing after May 21, 2021.) .

+ Spouse or child of a Japanese national/permanent resident.

- Spouse or child of a foreign national who has a status of residence of
"Long-Term Resident" whose family is staying in Japan and who has
been separated from the family.

- A foreign national who is about to acquire the status of "Instructor" or
"Professor” and who needs to enter Japan to fill a vacancy at the
educational institution s/he belongs or will belong to, of which vacancy
results in the suspension of the educational activities at the
above-mentioned educational institution.

- A foreign national who is about to acquire the status of "Medical



Services", and who contributes to the enhancement and strengthening of
japanese medical systems.

- Foreign nationals who will enter Japan after October 1, 2020 and who
meet the condition that their receiving companies/entities in Japan can
ensure required epidemic prevention and control measures (except for
those who are about to acquire the status of residence of "Diplomat" or
"Official". As for those who are about to acquire the status of residence
of "Temporary Visitor"”, limited to those who got a visa for the purpose of
temporary business. Please refer to the following about the details of the
procedures: Ministry of Foreign Affairs website)

However, those who travel to Japan by this system are refused landing for
the time being.

In addition, the visa issued by this system cannot be used after January
21, 2021, even if you enter Japan from a region other than an area which is
subject to denial of landing.

(3) Foreign nationals applying for landing in accordance with the "Phased
Measures for Resuming Cross-Border Travel” (Note 3).
However, those who travel to Japan by this system are refused landing for
the time being.

In addition, the visa issued by this system cannot be used after January
21, 2021, even if you enter Japan from a region other than an area which is
subject to denial of landing.

(4) In addition to the above (1) to (3), foreign nationals who are recognized
to be in special exceptional circumstances corresponding to an individual
situation such as the need for humanitarian consideration.

Note 1) Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act (Extract)
Denial of Landing) ) o
rticle 5 (1) A foreign national who falls under any of the following items
Is denied permission to land in Japan:
Paragraphs (|5)to (xiii) (Omitted) _
(wa/IBe_yond those persons listed in items (i) through (xiii), a person whom the
inister of Justice has reasonable grounds to believe is likely to commit an
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act which could be detrimental to the interests or public security of Japan.
(2) Omitted

(Note 2) Dependinqu_o_n_the purpose of your entry, you may need to get a
Certificate of Eligibility at the regional immigration bureau and get Japan
Visa at the Japanese embassy/consulate in the country/region.

(Note 3) The “Phased Measures for Resuming Cross-Border Travel” are

measures to be implemented on a trial basis where the entry and departure
of persons necessary for business pu(rjposes are to be permitted based on
additional epidemic prevention and control measures such as the
submission of a pre-departure Certificate of Testing for COVID-19 or the
installation of a contact checking app for applicable areas subject to denial
of landing where the situation of infection is stable (see the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs website for details).
Of the visas issued in Malaysia and Myanmar, “Professor”, “Artist”,
“Religious Activities”, “Journalist”, “Legal/Accounting Services”
“Researcher”, “Instructor”, “Entertainer”, “Skilled Labor”, “Qulturai
Activities”, “Student”, “Trainee”, “Dependent” and “Designated
ACttIVItIeS(except for “Entrepreurial activities”)” are not covered by this
system.

Contact: Adjudication Division, Immigration Department, Immigration Services Agency

Tel: (Operator) 03-3580-4111 (Ext. No. 4446 - 4447)
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List of areas subject to

landing denial
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Table 2 Removal |ist of landing denial

1. Foreign nationals holding a passport issued in Hubei or Zhejiang, China (2020/11/1remove)

2. Foreign nationals who were onboard the cruise ship Westerdam that departed from Hong Kong (2020/11/1remove)

3. Foreign nationals who stayed in the countries / regions listed in the table below within 14 days before the
application for landing (2020/11/1remove)

X Thailand was removed from the list of the areas subject to landing denial on November 11, 2020, but will be added again
to the list on May 21, 2021.

Asia Oceania
Singapore, Korea, Taiwan, China (including Australia, New Zealand
9 Hong Kong and Macau), Brunei, Vietnam

$ (o]
;0
) Aley
p g
2 rlit
0 | 1%
Ige
3 s
/




